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AFFIDAVIT OF MANUELA MICHAILESCU (A)

 I, Manuela Michailescu, of Kerhonkson, New York, MAKE OATH AND SAY THAT:

1. I am the complainant in the above case.

2. During the 2007 election I was part of the same slate of candidates with Carl Chipman  
 and Ottoviano (Tavi) Cilenti and we all won as Town Board members, with Carl Chipman  
 as Town Supervisor.

3. I was Councilwoman in the Town of Rochester from January 2008 to December 2011.

4.	 In	January	2012,	at	the	end	of	my	term	in	office,	I	was	publicly	recognized	and	awarded	 
 a plaque “In Recognition of dedicated service to The Town of Rochester as a Town  
	 Councilwoman”	(copy	on	Page	8	of	my	application	for	the	Town	Board’s	vacant	seat.)

5. At that time the Town Board included Carl Chipman, Tavi Cilenti, Tony Spano, Brian Drabkin 
 and Lynn Archer, all (except Brian Drabkin) my former fellow Town Board members.

6. At the beginning of December 2013, after learning that Town Board member Tavi Cilenti  
 is moving to Tennessee, I expressed my interest in replacing him on the Town Board.

7. I conveyed (over the phone) – to both Town Supervisor Carl Chipman and Deputy 
 Supervisor Tavi Cilenti – my intention to serve again on the Town Board.

8. When learning, the day before the last regular Town Board meeting of 2013, that I had  
 written a letter of interest, Supervisor Carl Chipman asked me NOT to submit it – as I would  
 be “jumping the gun.”



9.	 On	December	5,	2013	the	issue	of	Tavi	Cilenti’s	resignation	and	subsequent	Town	Board	
appointment	was	mentioned	on	my	husband’s	blog	“RochesterSmokeOut.com.”	Carl	Chipman	
assured everybody that the process is going to be an open and fair one:

 Carl Chipman says: 
 December 5, 2013 at 3:55 PM 

 (...) If Tavi resigns, we will advertise and interview applicants for the open seat. 
 There will have to be 3 out of 4 of the members of the board agreeing on a candidate
 for an appointment to be made. If that is not possible, then the law provides for the 
 governor to appoint someone until an election could be held in November. Even if 
 a person is appointed, that person must run for election in November to serve the 
 rest of the unexpired term.

	 I	find	much	of	the	conjecture	going	on	to	be	distasteful	and	akin	to	divvying	up	 
 a terminally ill persons belongings before he or she is dead. We need less concern  
	 for	power	and	influence	in	our	community	and	more	concern	as	to	making	our	town	 
 a better place to live, work, and play.

10. In January 2014, Carl Chipman chose Antonino (Tony) Spano as Deputy Supervisor, 
 signaling the expected absence of Tavi Cilenti, who was Deputy Supervisor during 
 the previous six years.

11. On July 3, 2014, after the monthly Town Board meeting, I told Carl Chipman – privately,  
 but in the presence of Richard Miller – that having Tavi Cilenti on Board, without him  
	 attending	meetings,	it’s	going	to	“hurt	him”	in	the	future	elections.

12.	 Carl	Chipman’s	reply	to	my	remark	on	July	3,	2014	was	a	shocking	“the	fight	for	that	seat	 
	 it’s	not	worth	it.”

13.	 Carol	Dennin,	our	town’s	Youth	Department	Director,	hearing	about	the	potential	vacancy	 
	 on	the	Town	Board	and	Carl	Chipman’s	remark	regarding	a	“fight	for	that	seat”	said	to	me:	 
	 “It’s	no	brainer!;	you	were	there,	you	did	such	a	good	job,	who	else	does	he	want?”

14. On July 31, 2014, after the Audit/Workshop Town Board meeting ended, Town Supervisor  
 Carl Chipman asked to talk to me outside of the Town Hall. In that private discussion he  
 said: “because we were in the same team, we ran together, I want to tell you – before next  
	 week’s	public	announcement	–		that	Tavi	resigned	effective	August	15,	2014.”

15. During the same conversation on July 31, 2014 Carl Chipman stressed “I need a unanimous 
		 vote...	Brian	and	Tony	tend	to	vote	the	same	way...”	to	which	I	replied	“Why	unanimous?	 
 Only 3 votes are needed for an appointment.”

16.	 Carl	Chipman	continued	with	“I	don’t	want	to	humiliate	anybody”	–	implying	that	he	does	not 
 want to humiliate me by being rejected.

17. During the Town Board meeting of August 7, 2014 the resignation of Tavi Cilenti was 
 announced and Resolution # 87-2014 regarding the deadline for applications (August 25, 
 2014, 11:00 am) and the date of the interviews (August 28, 2014, 5:30 pm) was passed.
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18. On Sunday, August 24, 2014, after the service at “Our Lady of Lourdes” Church in  
	 Kerhonkson	that	we	both	attend,	Carl	Chipman	said:	“I	didn’t	receive	your	application;	 
	 are	you	going	to	have	a	resume?	I	know	Sherry	asked	another	candidate	for	one...”
	 I	replied:	“Sure...	I	was	too	busy	with	the	summer	program	to	finalize	it...	I’m	going	 
 to submit it tomorrow morning.”

19. On Monday, August 25, 2014, at 9:45 a.m. I submitted my 9-page application (including  
 a 2-page resume) for the vacant Councilperson position.

20. On Tuesday, August 26, 2014, my husband FOIL-ed all the applications for the vacant  
	 Councilperson	position,	and	we	realized	there	were	4	applicants.

21.  On August 26, 2014, I received the email announcing a “New Post from Town of  
 Rochester Website” regarding a Special Town Board Meeting scheduled for September 2,  
 2014 at 5:30 pm.

22. On August 27, 2014 Supervisor Carl Chipman called our place and the phone conversation  
 followed this path, almost verbatim: 

 CC: I wanted to let you know that the interviews tomorrow start early, at 5 p.m.,  
	 	 to	accommodate	Cindy	Fornino;	then	we’re	going	to	have	a	Special	meeting	 
  next Tuesday to interview Toby Stover, who cannot make it tomorrow... 
	 	 It’s	going	to	be	Cindy,	then	you,	then	Cliff	Mallery...

	 MM:	 Why	Michailescu	before	Mallery,	why	not	in	alphabetical	order?

	 CC:	 It’s	not	working	like	that...

	 MM:	 Why?	We	always	used	the	alphabetical	order...	
	 	 So...	did	you	read	my	application?	What	do	you	think	about	it?	
	 	 Who	is	the	best	qualified?

	 CC:	 You	are	the	best	qualified	but	it’s	not	always	the	best	qualified	who	gets	 
  appointed... Look at Eric Holder at the Department of Justice... It also depends  
	 	 on	personality,	it’s	not	only	the	application...	

 MM: What could you possibly discover about my personality during an interview after  
	 	 working	together	for	so	many	years?

 CC: You know... Brian Drabkin hates you, you had an incident at the Christmas  
  party...

	 MM:	 I	didn’t	have	any	incident,	Jon	asked	him	why	he	is	not	responding	to	his	greeting;	 
	 	 and	Brian	is	not	responding	to	my	hello	either!	What	is	more	important	for	the	 
  town, that Brian HATES me or that everybody in the summer program LOVES  
	 	 me?	From	kids	and	counsellors	to	the	director...	So...	you	cannot	control	the	 
	 	 board	to	vote	on	qualifications,	not	based	on	hate?!
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